MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
which General Sherman acted as toastmaster, at which Horace Porter made an unusually clever speech, Mark Twain told a story, Bronson Howard and Wilson Barrett spoke, at which Miss Ada Rehan made a neat and charming response when her name was called, at which the ever young Lester Wallack commended in the heartiest way the brother manager whose guest he was, at which Willie Winter read a poem of home manufacture. Imagine all this and add to it countless witty stories that were told around the board, think of the wine glasses that clicked, think of the champagne that bubbled, think of the pretty women, think of the weird surroundings (the dark cave-like auditorium and the brilliantly lighted stage).
The Taming of the Shrew was the most successful but not the first of the Shakespearian plays to be produced during my days at Daly's. On October 14, 1886, we had performed The Merry Wives of Windsor with this cast:
SIR JOHN FALSTAFF              Charles Fisher
MASTER SLENDER                James Lewis
SIR HUGH EVANS                  Charles Leclercq
DOCTOR CAIUS                     William Gilbert HOST OF THE GARTER INN    Frederick Bond
MISTRESS PAGE                    Virginia Dreher
MISTRESS QUICKLY               Mrs. G. H. Gilbert
FENTON                               E. Hamilton-Bell
MASTER SHALLOW               John Moore
FRANCIS FORD                      John Drew
GEORGE PAGE                       Otis Skinner..Guildenstero
